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Division 17: Wheatbelt Development Commission, $1 294 000 - 
Mr Andrews, Chairman. 

Mr F.M. Logan, Parliamentary Secretary, Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries and the Mid West. 

Mr B. Manning, Chief Executive Officer, Great Southern Regional Development Commission. 

Mr D.J. Singe, Chief Executive Officer, Wheatbelt Regional Development Commission. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Division 17, the question is that in respect to division 17 appropriation be recommended.  
Leader of the National Party? 

Mr TRENORDEN:  As this is my patch, I have an interest in it.  Parliamentary Secretary, could you confirm or 
not confirm that there was a request from the Wheatbelt Development Commission in the previous Government 
to increase the budget of Wheatbelt Development Commission and what was the outcome of that particular 
application, if there was such an application? 

Mr LOGAN:  Are you suggesting there was a request from the previous Government? 

Mr TRENORDEN:  No, a request from the Wheatbelt Development Commission's board to increase the budget.  
I have a few other questions but I will see if I can do something with that for the moment. 

Mr LOGAN:  There was a request from the Wheatbelt Development Commission for an increase in the board. 

Mr TRENORDEN:  To increase them in the budget at allocation. 

Mr SINGE:  Mr Chairman, yes, there was.  The board of the commission sought additional funds for the 
employment of more project staff.  The workload at the commission is influenced largely by the large number of 
towns and local governments in particular that we deal with and the matter has been basically placed on notice 
for consideration in the subsequent budget round to this one and will be looked at in the course of that process.  
That is the advice that I have. 

Mr OMODEI:  I notice in the out years, Parliamentary Secretary, that in the next year's proposed budget there 
will be $1.292 million in the grand total which is $2 000 less than this year and yet when you look at the priority 
dividend, it goes up from $77 000 this year to $94 000.  Can you explain why the priority dividend is going up?  
Is it intended that the Government increase the percentage of the priority dividend?  It appears to me as if there 
seems to be an increase there that is not in line with the budget. 

Mr LOGAN:  I think I would prefer that one to actually be looked at technically and provide an answer back, if 
we could.  I have a suspicion with that, Mr Chairman, that it relates to a technical calculation the Treasury 
undertook. 

Mr SINGE:  I had a discussion quite some time ago with my finance and administration manager about it and 
she noticed the matter as well, but I would prefer if the Committee and the parliamentary secretary are happy to 
provide an answer later so that it is technically correct. 

Mr LOGAN:  Provide a supplementary question. 

Mr OMODEI:  Yes, please, and to carry it one step further, if you look at the budget, it goes to $1.292 million, 
then in 2003-04 it goes to $1 339 000, then $1 365 000 and the priority assurance dividend goes from 77 to 94 to 
93 to 93 and yet the budget is going up.  There is obviously some explanation for that. 

Mr SINGE:  Yes, and it is a technical one. 

Mr LOGAN:  We will take that on as a supplementary. 

The CHAIRMAN:  You will provide supplementary. 

Mr LOGAN:  Yes, we will provide a supplementary. 

Mr TRENORDEN:  On page 311, the last dot point, Parliamentary Secretary, there has been a number of 
branches established of community banks within the catchment of the Wheatbelt Development Commission.  I 
am also aware there is York, Brookton, Pingelly, Mt Barker and Mukinbudin that I can think of who are also on 
line to be coming on in the next few months.  Does the Wheatbelt Development Commission have the funds to 
carry on with assisting these communities with the $5 000 grant for the feasibility study and has there been an 
outcome of the request for waiver of the stamp duty in communities where there is a downgraded service? 

Mr LOGAN:  The first part of the question I would defer to Mr Singe.  It is a technical part of the budget. 

Mr SINGE:  Mr Chairman, the commission does not hold and never held the funds that were used for the 
program to support the community banks.  Previously they were held in a central fund through the Department of 
Commerce and Trade.  We have recently by virtue of circumstance really been able to provide what is 
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effectively the back-funding for one application from a community, but with the recent budget announcement 
and the regional initiatives programs' funds that are there the matter of continuation of those funds is still being 
discussed and how to actually acquire them and manage them. 

Mr TRENORDEN:  Obviously, Parliamentary Secretary, I know myself that York, Brookton, Pingelly and Mt 
Barker are almost completed so they are not on the list and Mukinbudin is in the process, so are they going to 
receive any assistance? 

Mr SINGE:  Mr Chairman, those communities will be able to apply to the Government in the same manner as 
has been done before and we will have to deal with those applications when they are forwarded to us. 

[7.30 pm] 

Mr TRENORDEN:  In the past though the Wheatbelt Development Commission and other commissions 
obviously have had the capacity to pass those off to a particular fund.  Are you in that position now or not? 

Mr SINGE:  No, I am not specifically in that position at the moment. 

Mr TRENORDEN:  That is fair enough. 

Mr OMODEI:  Parliamentary Secretary, page 314 under output 1, "Information and Promotion Services", the 
major initiatives for 2001-02 were to in partnership with other agencies undertake a study into the impact of the 
impending completion of the Indian Ocean Drive between Cervantes and Lancelin.  I thought this road was not 
going to be completed  Is that a fact?  Is that correct?  I thought it was taken off the program in respect of PURD 
for two years. 

Mr LOGAN:  That is correct.  That is the information that was given by the minister to the Parliament when that 
question was asked. 

Mr OMODEI:  I thought so.  It says here that - 

The completion of this road will open a direct route between Perth and the central coast with significant increase 
of traffic anticipated and a study will assess the immediate economic impact from the anticipated population 
increase and the expected growth in demand for service and infrastructure in the region. 

Could I suggest maybe now that they have a study into the impact of the road not being completed on the 
economies of that community? 

Mr LOGAN:  Member for Warren-Blackwood, at the end of the day I think you will find, while it really has 
nothing to do with this estimates committee, as I remember, the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 
indicated to the Parliament, after there were howls of protest from the opposition benches, that it would be 
completed.  The actual start-up date was still allocated within the current budgetary processes and it will be 
deferred.  In the forward estimates it has been accepted that it will be built.  Nevertheless, my understanding is it 
will be built and therefore this study that has been highlighted by this regional development commission still has 
effect.  They are looking at the total impact of the construction of this road. 

Mr OMODEI:   I accept your explanation, but when you say that the road will be built, so will the southern 
Mandurah bypass, so will a whole lot of other projects. . It is a question of when.  This project was budgeted in 
the last budget with time lines and now it is not going to be done.  That is giving a false impression to these 
people and I reckon maybe you should be doing a study, can I suggest, in the Wheatbelt Development 
Commission as to the impact of it not being completed within the time scales that were promised previously. 

Mr LOGAN:  That is your opinion. 

Mr OMODEI:  Yes. 

Mr TRENORDEN:  It is on the same issue, Mr Chairman, the same point.  I do not see it, unless I missed it 
somewhere.  You did a similar project in the northern bypass, Mr Parliamentary Secretary.  Could I ask if the 
study has been completed?  I am working on the dot point "Major Achievements for 2000". 

Mr LOGAN:  Can you show me where it refers to the northern bypass? 

Mr TRENORDEN:  No.  It is not to the northern bypass.  It is shown in the Avon region. 

Mr LOGAN:  This issue is dealing with the report on Oceanic Drive. 

Mr TRENORDEN:  Yes, that is right. 

Mr LOGAN:  The northern bypass is not referred to in this budget paper. 

Mr TRENORDEN:  If you want to get smart, I will go back to page 311, "Purchase of Outputs".  Mr Chairman, 
the same question.   
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Mr LOGAN:  Could you repeat the question? 

Mr TRENORDEN:  We had this study in Northam with the same points, but not the same location. 

Mr LOGAN:  Leader of the National Party, could you direct me to a point on page 311 please? 

Mr TRENORDEN:  "Purchase of Outputs", the first item on page 311. 

Mr BRADSHAW:    "Item 42, Net amount appropriate to purchase outputs." 

Mr TRENORDEN:  This was an output so,  Parliamentary Secretary, I am sure Mr Singe precisely knows what I 
am talking about. 

Mr LOGAN:  Basically the question is, has a report of a similar nature been done? 

Mr TRENORDEN:  I do not know whether it has been completed and I just ask, has it been completed and also, 
if you would not mind saying, is any further action required? 

Mr SINGE:  Mr Chairman, I just want to clarify with the Leader of the National Party whether he has referred to 
the northern bypass, if it was that broad based - 

Mr TRENORDEN:  Broad based road study. 

Mr SINGE:  The study was one undertaken jointly by the development commission and four local governments, 
the Town and Shire of Northam, the Shire of York and Shire of Toodyay.  We engaged a consultant to produce 
an economic impact statement which has turned out not to be in standard hard copy form, but is in fact a series of 
tables available on a CD and the data in it can be manipulated according to the variables of the major projects 
which are likely to occur in the areas of those four councils and of the commission's interest.  Yes, the exercise 
has been completed.  We recently signed off in a joint meeting between the commission and the four councils.  
The material is publicly available through the commission and the commission holds the key disk which has the 
alterable variables on it, so in other words it cannot be altered by anyone other than the commission.  It was a 
joint exercise and particularly successful and I believe was unique in the application of that technique for 
regional development. 

Mr TRENORDEN:  Mr Chairman, I want to congratulate the Wheatbelt Development Commission for an 
excellent process.  Is there any further activity required on it? 

Mr SINGE:  It is an outcome.  It is a project which will provide the centrepiece for regular meetings between the 
commission and the four local governments.  We can alter the variables and talk about what impacts different 
projects will have, so it is regarded by the four councils as being something of a centrepiece for long-term 
discussion on a frequent basis. 

Mr TRENORDEN:  Thank you, Mr Chairman.  Other major achieves 2000-01, and also on the previous page, 
315, the second and third dot points talk about new industries, expansion, and also the Avon Industrial Park 
which Mr Singe and I put a great deal of commitment of blood, sweat and tears to.  Is the extension of electricity, 
as mentioned on page 316, in the current budget? 

Mr SINGE:  Mr Chairman, there has been a request put to Cabinet for funds to provide additional electricity to 
the Avon Industrial Park.  The amount of additional funds is to match the electricity supply to satisfy the known 
likely developers to go onto the State owned industrial park.  The matter has been referred from Cabinet to the 
Expenditure Review Committee which in turn has asked the development commission to pursue a number of 
lines of inquiry, the first of which is to get a firm quote from Western Power and the other is to look at options 
relating to the recently announced regional initiatives funds as the source of that money to provide the power. 

Mr OMODEI:  Parliamentary Secretary, could I ask a similar question to that that I asked earlier?  Page 318.  I 
refer now to the capital user charge and I understand that capital user charge is a set percentage, is it not?  Is it 
eight per cent?  Somebody said yes.  Again the same, I think probably technical, answer is going to be required 
to the one in relation to the priority assurance dividend because with an increasing budget, we have a reducing 
amount coming through on the capital user charge. 

Mr SINGE:  Mr Chairman, the parliamentary secretary and I are quite happy to provide it as a supplementary 
answer because it is a technical matter and I would like it to be accurate. 

Mr BRADSHAW:  Page 311, the first line with regard to the $1.238 million budget estimate for purchase of 
outputs.  It is interesting that the South West Development Commission gets around 5 and a half million dollars 
and I just wonder why they should get so much and these other development commissions get so little.  It seems 
unfair to me and it does not seem to be that the priorities are the same with these other development 
commissions as is happening in the south west.  I am not talking about the Great Southern.  I am talking about 
the south west. 
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[7.40 pm] 

Mr LOGAN:  Mr Chair, the South West Development Commission that has been referred to by the member for 
Murray-Wellington has a special provision by way of the Act to actually deal in land in the same way that 
Landcorp does and is actually a developer of land, particularly in and around the region of Bunbury, and, as a 
result of that, has a significant staffing capability of between 20 and 30 people, so obviously the purchase of 
outputs basically - the expenditure of the area - is significantly higher than that of all other regional development 
commissions.  That really is the explanation for it.  It's an historical thing. 

Mr OMODEI:  It would not be debt servicing, would it? 

Mr LOGAN:  No.  It is exactly as I indicated to you. 

Mr TRENORDEN:  Mr Chairman, Parliamentary Secretary, is the Wheatbelt Development Commission the poor 
respondent of the nine? 

Mr LOGAN:  I am unaware about the other because it does not fall within my portfolio, nor does the South West 
Development Commission basically.   

Mr TRENORDEN:  You are responsible for the wheatbelt.  It's a fair question.   

Mr LOGAN:  Mr Chair, we have been fairly fair here.  We have had a question asked of us of the South West 
Development Commission.   

Mr BRADSHAW:  No.  I did not ask you about the South West Development Commission.  I asked you about 
the Wheatbelt Development Commission.    

The CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, members.   

Mr LOGAN:  Can the Leader of the National Party refer me to a particular line please? 

Mr TRENORDEN:  I am sorry; I should have done that, Mr Chairman.  It is on page 311, the purchase of output, 
$1 276 000.  Is that the poorest funded of the nine commissions? 

Mr LOGAN:  Certainly it is comparable to the other regional development commissions that we have to deal 
with here today on the estimates committee, bearing in mind the answer I gave you about the Mid West Regional 
Development Commission.  With respect to comparing that $1 238 000 to the other regional development 
commissions which are not dealt with as part of this estimates committee, Mr Chair, I would suggest that the 
member for Avon have a look through the rest of the budget papers in front of him., 
Mr TRENORDEN:  That is totally unacceptable, Mr Chairman.   
The CHAIRMAN:  The parliamentary secretary has given an answer.    
Mr TRENORDEN:  Back to my original point:  he does not know.  He is not a part of Government.  He has not 
got a clue.   
Mr LOGAN:  Mr Chair, this is an outrageous approach by the member for Avon.  He knows quite well that this 
estimates committee is dealing with three regional development commissions.  He is asking for a comparison 
with other regional development commissions that are not dealt with as part of this estimates committee.  He is 
out of order in terms of asking that question. 

Mr TRENORDEN:  Pretty pathetic.    

Mr LOGAN:  He has the answers in front of him in terms of the budget papers.  I have given him the answers 
with respect to the comparisons with other regional development commissions which are dealt with as part of 
this estimates committee.  If he wants further information, he can open the books in front of him on the table.    

The CHAIRMAN:  Members, I am going to make a ruling here.  The question has been asked.  The question has 
been answered.  Whether it is a satisfactory answer or not is -  

Mr TRENORDEN:  Mr Chairman, I am happy to have the record stand - that he does not know the answer .  I 
am happy with that. 

The CHAIRMAN:  I will move on to the next question then.   

Ms RADISICH:  Parliamentary Secretary, page 311, dot point number 4 makes reference to a pilot online 
community promoting cutting edge telecommunications technology.  I am just wondering if you might be able to 
advise us whether this initiative might improve any education and recreational opportunities for young people in 
the wheatbelt.   

Mr SINGE:  Mr Chairman, the answer is yes.  The development commission has a history of working on 
improvement in IT services over a period of years.  The Experience IT project in particular is taking some time 
but it is an ambitious project to provide a mobile opportunity for people in our region over a period of time to 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 25 September 2001] 

 p158b-162a 
Chairman; Mr Max Trenorden; Mr Fran Logan; Mr Paul Omodei; Mr John Bradshaw; Ms Jaye Radisich 

 [5] 

actually experience IT first-hand.  One of the focuses that the commission had prior to Experience IT was 
working to ensure that the C.Y. O'Connor College of TAFE, which services our region, was established on the 
basis of IT usage and service provision.  It has been able to do that successfully.  There remains a long way to go 
because IT infrastructure in the region is still deficient in some respects and it is always a balancing act between 
service providers who try to work out how to provide the services through the existing infrastructure and those 
who want to try and provide how to provide service through new infrastructure, but in the end the objective of 
Experience IT and all the commission's work on telecommunications is designed to try and bring a sense of 
equal access for people to services and particularly to education.   
 


